Celebration of Faith, Hope & Life
Delaine “Lainy” Ida Peterson
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Richland, Washington
October 23, 2021

"For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have
eternal life.” John 3:16
“Be faithful, even to the point
of death, and I will give you
the crown of life.”
Revelation 2:10b

About our service today
Welcome in His name! With a diversity in worship today, it may seem strange, or perhaps, out
of place, to visit a church that uses and embraces the historic liturgy - something handed down
from centuries past.
This liturgy helps us remember our history and theology as a people, but more crucially, it is also
the moment when Christ becomes present for us in a mysterious but remarkable way. We are
entering “into a story” in which we see in present reality the workings of Christ and His love.
A funeral/memorial service is an act of the Christian community, a proclamation of the gospel
and of the resurrection. As such, it is more than simply a private family matter or a chance to
remember a loved one. A Christian funeral is an expression of faith - of the faith of the deceased
and the faith of those bereaved left behind. "The Christian funeral is one way the church
accompanies those whose lives are forever changed by the death of someone they love and who
are confronting their own mortality.....The funeral service proclaims the baptismal promise of
rising from death to new life as much for the lives of those who grieve as for the deceased."
Because death is the completion or fulfillment of God's promise of eternal life given in baptism,
when death comes to us and to those we love, we do not need to be afraid. The Christian
community certainly does not worship in ways that suggest we need to fear either death itself or
God as we face death. Rather, the Christian community witnesses to, proclaims, and clings to the
good news of Christ's resurrection. The Christian funeral, then, is a remembrance and celebration
of baptism. In its grief and loss, the Christian community gathers with those who mourn to hear
God's promise read in scripture and proclaimed in the assembly, to pray, and to share in
fellowship. Trusting in the promise God made in baptism, the church commends the deceased to
God's care and commits the body to its resting place.
The service today is ultimately a testimony to the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the powers
of sin and death. We are comforted in Christ with peace such as the world cannot give. The
service for your loved one today is a fitting climax to an earthly life that has been lived in trust
and obedience to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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GREETING AND PRAYER

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
We have come together to seek God’s comfort in our sorrow and to
rejoice in the promise of the resurrection. Grace and peace to you from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “Come to me, all
who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, You wept at the grave of Your friend Lazarus, and You
consoled Mary and Martha in their distress. Draw near to us who mourn
for Delaine, and dry the tears of all who weep. Calm our troubled hearts,
dispel our doubts and fears and lead us to praise You for having brought
her to faith. In Your rising from the dead, You conquered death and
opened the gates to eternal life. Strengthen us with Your Word, and lead
us through this earthly life until at last we are united with You and all the
saints in glory everlasting. Amen.

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM

P In Holy Baptism, Delaine, was clothed with the robe of Christ’s
righteousness that covered all her sin. St. Paul says, “do you not know
that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into His death? We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory
of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been

united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him
in a resurrection like His.”

C Amen.
SONG

I Know that My Redeemer Lives

v.1

I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my ever-living head.

v.2

He lives triumphant from the grave;
He lives eternally to save;
He lives all-glorious in the sky;
He lives exalted there on high.

v.7

He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.

(As the family of God, let us all recite this Psalm responsively)
PSALM OF DAVID (Psalm 23)
P The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
C He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
He leadeth me beside the still waters.

P He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.

C Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

P Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

C Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life:
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

REMEMBERING DELAINE’S CONFIRMATION HYMN
“My Maker, Be Thou Nigh”
P My Maker be Thou nigh
C The light of life to give
P And guide me with Thine eyes

C While here on earth I live
P To Thee my heart I tender
C And all my pow’rs surrender;
P Make it my one endeavor
C To love and serve Thee ever.
P Upon Thy promise I rely;
C My Maker, be Thou nigh.
RESURRECTION COMFORT
P Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who comforts
us in all our trouble, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves have received from God. The apostle Paul writes
to the Romans: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Jesus gives us this comfort: “I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”

P Death has been swallowed up in victory! Thanks be to God!
C He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
P When Christ, who is our life, appears,
C Then we also will appear with Him in glory.
P We will be before the throne of God
C and serve Him day and night in His temple.
P Never again will we hunger.
C Never again will we thirst.
P For the lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd;
He will lead us to springs of living water.

C And God will wipe away every tear from our eyes.
P Let us pray.
God of all grace, You sent Your Son Jesus to destroy the power of death
and to open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that
because He lives, we too shall live. Comfort us with Your promise that
neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come shall be able
to separate us from Your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

C Amen.

+THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD+
Oh how I wish that my words were written down. Oh how I wish that they

23

were inscribed in bronze, 24that they would be engraved in rock forever with
an iron tool and letters filled with lead. 25As for me, I know that my Redeemer
lives, and that at the end of time he will stand over the dust.

Then, even

26

after my skin has been destroyed, nevertheless, in my own flesh I will see God.
I myself will see him. My own eyes will see him, and not as a stranger. My

27

emotions are in turmoil within me. (Job 19:23-27)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of

3

mercies and God of all comfort, 4who comforts us all in our trouble, so that
we can comfort those in any trouble with the same comfort with which we
ourselves are comforted by God. 5For just as the sufferings of Christ
overflow to us, so through Christ our comfort also overflows. 6If we are
troubled, it is for your comfort and salvation. If we are comforted, it is for
your comfort, which produces in you the ability to endure the same
suffering that we are also suffering. 7Our hope for you is sure, since we
know that just as you share in our sufferings, so you also share in our
comfort. 8Brothers, we do not want you to be unaware of the trouble that
happened to us in the province of Asia. We were burdened so greatly, so
far beyond our ability to bear it, that we even gave up hope of living. 9Yes,
we even felt the sentence of death within ourselves. This happened so that
we would not trust in ourselves, but in God, who raises the dead. 10He
rescued us from such a terrible death, and he will continue to rescue us. We
have set our hope on him that he will also rescue us again, 11as you join in
helping us with your prayers for us. Then many people will thank God for
the gracious gift given to us through many prayers. (2 Corinthians 1:3-11)
11

“I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the

sheep. 12 The hired man, who is not a shepherd, does not own the sheep. He
sees the wolf coming, leaves the sheep, and runs away. Then the wolf
attacks the sheep and scatters them. 13 Because he works for money, he
does not care about the sheep. 14 “I am the Good Shepherd. I know my
sheep and my sheep know me 15 (just as the Father knows me and I know
the Father). And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I also have other sheep
that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also, and they will listen to
my voice. Then there will be one flock and one shepherd. 17 This is why the
Father loves me, because I lay down my life so that I may take it up
again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have the

authority to lay it down, and I have the authority to take it up again. This is
the commission I received from my Father.” (John 10:11-18)

SONG

Nearer, My God, to Thee

v.1

Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee!
E’en though it be a cross That raiseth me!
Still all my song shall be, Nearer, my God, to Thee!
Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee!

v.2

There let the way appear, Steps unto heav’n;
All that Thou sendest me, In mercy giv’n;
Angels to beckon me Nearer, my God to Thee!
Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee!

v.3

Then with my waking thoughts Bright with Thy praise,
Out of my stony griefs Bethel I’ll raise;
So by my woes to be Nearer, my God to Thee!
Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee!

MESSAGE

Pastor Todd Schroeder

LET US CONFESS OUR COMMON FAITH IN THE APOSTLES’ CREED

P We have been made God’s people through our Baptism into Christ.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
And on the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

SONG

Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
(Delaine and her sisters sang this song in German for
their parents golden wedding anniversary.)

PRAYERS
P Almighty God, we praise you for the great company of saints who have
finished their lives in faith and now rest from their labors. We remember
especially our loved one, Delaine Peterson, whom You have redeemed
by the blood of Your Son and received as Your dear child through Holy
Baptism. We thank You for giving her to us as a companion on our
earthly pilgrimage. In Your compassion, comfort all who are sad in this
hour. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
P We praise You for Your love in Christ, which sustains us in life and death.
In our earthly sorrows, help us find strength in the fellowship of the
church, joy in the forgiveness of sins, and hope in the resurrection to
eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
P You do not leave us comfortless but strengthen and care for us through
Your Word and sacrament. You give us family, friends, and neighbors to
help when there is loneliness now and in the days to come. Brighten our
future with a firm trust in Your promises and care. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
P Remove our fears, and make us bold to pray with confidence as our
Savior has taught us:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
(All) Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven;
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In German)
Vater unser! Der Du bi sim Himmel.
Geheiliget werde Dein Name.
Dein Reicht kömme.
Dein Wille geschehe wie im Himmel also auch auf Erden.
Unser täglich Brot geib uns heute.
Und vergibt uns unsere Schuld als wir vergeen unsern Schuldigern.
Und führe uns nicht in Versuchung.
Sondern erlöse uns von dem Uebel
Den Dein ist das Reich,
Und die Kraft
Und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit.
Amen.

BLESSING

P Merciful God, source of our healing, as Your servants Mary and John
stood at the foot of the cross; we stand before You with broken
hearts and tear-filled eyes. Keep us mindful that You know our pain,
and lead us to see Your resurrection power already at work in
Delaine. In Your time, raise us from our grief even as You have
promised to raise Delaine to life eternal, through Jesus Christ our
Savior.
C Amen.

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen.
SONG

How Great Thou Art

v.1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; Refrain
Refrain Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
v.2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain
v.3 But when I think that God, His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in—
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain
v.4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” Refrain

Delaine ‘Lainy’ Peterson, 90, passed away peacefully and quietly on Sunday
evening, October 10th at home in Bellevue, Washington with family by her
side. She was born in Long Prairie, MN in 1930 to Adelia and August,
baptized in Trinity Lutheran Church in Long Prairie and confirmed at St.
Peters Church in Swanville, MN by Paster E.H. Eifert. Upon graduating high
school, Lainy went to work for an optometrist. Lainy met and married
Melvin Peterson and moved to the Tri-Cities, WA in 1956 and worked as a
secretary at AzurData for 10 years. She loved music and taught herself to
play piano at an early age, without ever having a lesson, considering it a gift
from God. She sang in church as a young girl with her twin sister and later
with her family in church and gatherings. Lainy played the organ for
Redeemer Lutheran Church for many years. She accompanied Church
Choir, small groups, weddings, funerals and other occasions. A Girl Scout
leader for 15 years, she enjoyed taking the girls on trips and camp-outs, and
also held the role of Cub Scout leader for a few years. Lainy enjoyed
bowling and bowled on the Early Bird League for many years and eventually
formed a team with the ladies at Redeemer. Up to her last days she was a
devoted Mariners Baseball fan. A loving mother, Lainy is survived by three
sisters, Edna, Lydia and her twin sister Delores, her six children, Steven,
Barbara, Gary, James, Michael, and Becky, 11 grandchildren, 11 Great
Grandchildren, and 2 Great-Great Grandchildren. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Melvin, Grandson, Tucker, and six siblings, Edwin,
Herald, Hilma, Leonard, Otto, and Donald. Services for Lainy will be held at
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Richland, WA on Saturday, October 23rd at
11:00am, reception following.

SERVING TODAY

Preacher: Rev. Todd Schroeder
Liturgist: Rev. Laurence Meyer
Music: Carolyn Lyon
Ushers: Don Darsow and Mark Rogers

RECEPTION
A reception will follow the service in the Fellowship Hall. Please join the family in
sharing stories and memories of Delaine.

